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A GREENHOUSE
As a living memory of Julius Vermeulen (1953–2024), as a botanical 
laboratory; as an experimental workspace; as an incubator and as an  
eco-philosophical meeting place for lovers of nature in the city...

WHERE
On the top floor of EENWERK, the gallery for all disciplines, founded by 
Julius Vermeulen in 2017, located on Koninginneweg, designed by 
architect Barend Koolhaas. In this rooftop garden, Julius himself 
experimented with the nature he so dearly loved, growing herbs, 
tomatoes, and the necessary crops for the projects he initiated with 
artists and designers.

The garden lives, dies, and remembers everything. The garden 
installation A greenhouse garden memory zooms in on the archival 
aspect of gardening. In four seasonal installations, garden friends Lou-
Lou van Staaveren and Ernst van der Hoeven present the garden as a 
collection of stories, experiences and discoveries. Plants, seeds, tools, 
shards and skulls – found during travels and in their own gardens – are 
carefully preserved, arranged and documented. 

In four acts, the garden and greenhouse merge into places of empirical 
research, observation and transformation. Gardening takes centre stage 
as an act of care and patience, an ongoing conversation with nature 
where cycles of life and death become tangible and meaningful. As a 
reflection of the gardeners, the installation tells stories of personal 
fascinations, relationships, exchanges and the inevitability of transience 
and returning growth. 



















ERNST VAN DER HOEVEN 
(FREDRIKSTAD, NORWAY, 1965)

Ernst van der Hoeven studied art history with a focus on architecture  
at the University of Groningen. In 1994, he co-founded Crimson, a 
Rotterdam-based office for architectural history and urbanism, known  
for its hybrid approach to the contemporary city. In 2000, he moved to 
Milan to study landscape architecture at the Politecnico di Milano. 
After graduating in 2002, he established his own practice in Amsterdam: 
EVDH, studio for the urban landscape. Through his studio, he creates 
site-specific artworks, designs gardens, and curates exhibitions.

In 2008, he launched Club Donny, a strictly unedited journal exploring 
personal experiences of nature in the urban environment. In 2014,  
he co-founded MacGuffin, an internationally acclaimed biannual  
magazine about the life of ordinary things.

Van der Hoeven has (guest) lectured at institutions including the  
Design Academy Eindhoven, the Gerrit Rietveld Academy, the  
Amsterdam Academy of Architecture, ÉCAL (University of Art and  
Design Lausanne), and HfG (University of Arts and Design Karlsruhe).

Lives and works in Amsterdam, the Netherlands.

LOU-LOU VAN STAAVEREN 
(AALSMEER, THE NETHERLANDS, 1990)

Lou-Lou van Staaveren is a Dutch photographer and artist living and 
working in Amsterdam. She studied Media and Culture at the University  
of Amsterdam, after which, in 2021, she obtained a bachelor degree in 
photography at the Royal Academy of Arts, The Hague. Van Staaveren  
is also co-founder of Pleasant Place, a growing collection of publications 
about the art of gardening.
 
Growing up in a family of horticulturalists in flower capital Aalsmeer,  
van Staaveren has always been drawn to plants and greenery. The omni
presence of the garden has resulted in an intimately intertwined photography 
and gardening practice, in which the garden serves as a laboratory for both 
photographic and botanical experiments. The literary concept Locus 
Amoenus (‘Pleasant Place’ in English) is central to her practice. Inspired by 
the garden of Eden, it describes a remote and idealized garden hide-out 
that functions as a landscape of the mind and is a mysterious place of 
refuge from the processes of time and mortality.
Lives and works in Amsterdam, the Netherlands.

To Van Staaveren, gardening and photography are surprisingly similar: 
gardener and photographer move along the same scale of control, with 
observation on one end and intervention on the other. Equipped with 
pruning shears and camera, van Staaveren cultivates green paradises of 
her own. Both physically, in the family garden in Aalsmeer, as well as in her 
photographic and spatial works.

Lives and works in Amsterdam, the Netherlands.
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